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representing you, to trust the people. After
all, that’s the strength of America, the people.
But the great strength of the country is not
our governments. The great strength of the
country are the people, the people who will
help to make this country the—fulfill its
promise for everyone who’s lucky to live
here.

I say that because the common acts of de-
cency and courtesy that take place neighbor-
hood to neighborhood are really part of the
strength of America. The fact that there are
moms and dads who become Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, Boys and Girls Club leaders, that
take a child around the shoulders and say,
‘‘Somebody loves you,’’ and, ‘‘Somebody
cares,’’ that’s the strength of America.

The fact that there are little centers of love
that exist because somebody says, ‘‘What can
I do to help? What can I do to live that com-
mon call to love a neighbor like I’d like to
be loved myself?’’ Now that’s the strength
of America. The great strength of our country
lie in the hearts and souls of the American
citizens. My job is to lift the spirit of the
country. I’ll argue on your behalf, and I’m
going to argue until I get a bill to sign. It’s
out of the House. Come on out of the Senate,
and I’ll sign it. And I’ll argue on your behalf.

We’ll have our agreements, and we’ll have
our disagreements, but my pledge is to have
those agreements and disagreements in a re-
spectful way. But there’s more to the job than
just arguing on your behalf when it comes
to fiscal sanity in Washington. The job really
is to lift the spirit of the country; to call upon
the best; to remind the moms and dads, your
most important job is to love your children
with all your heart and all your soul; to call
upon the compassion of America—and by
doing so, we, as a nation, can unite, and we,
as a nation, can hold out that great beacon
of hope. We want it to be for every person
who lives in our country.

What an honor it is to represent you all,
and what an honor it is to be the President
of the greatest country on the face of the
Earth. Write your Senators; let your Con-
gressmen know; and God bless.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. at the
Marina Civic Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Representatives Joe

Scarborough and Allen Boyd; and Charlie Crist,
commissioner, Florida Department of Education.

Remarks on Signing Legislation
Designating the John Joseph
Moakley United States Courthouse
March 13, 2001

Thank you all very much. Please be seated.
It’s my honor to welcome you all to the Rose
Garden. So many friends and colleagues of
Joe Moakley are here—I want to thank you
all for coming. This is the first bill-signing
ceremony to take place in the Rose Garden
since I’ve been the President. And I’m glad
to be part of an event honoring a distin-
guished Member of the United States Con-
gress.

After today, the U.S. Courthouse, located
at 1 Courthouse Way in Boston, will be offi-
cially known as the John Joseph Moakley
United States Courthouse. It is a fitting trib-
ute to a remarkable man.

Joe Moakley is a man of strong opinions
and broad respect. And in this town it isn’t
always easy to combine the two, but over a
long career he’s been able to do so. He’s a
self-described bread-and-butter Democrat.
Others know him as a formidable advocate
for his party’s cause. Ever since he joined
the House of Representatives in 1972, he has
made the cares and concerns of everyday
people his business.

Joe is not only a passionate advocate for
what he believes in, he’s an enormously
effective Member of Congress. Representa-
tive Moakley understands how the United
States House of Representatives operates.
He knows its rules, and he knows its ways.

But what makes Joe Moakley exceptional
is not simply his political skills, it is the fact
that he’s so well-liked and admired by mem-
bers of both political parties. Joe has a well-
deserved reputation for being civil, friendly,
and funny. Members love his sharp Irish
sense of humor. They admire his courage in
the face of adversity. And a few past Mem-
bers of the Rules Committee even liked his
singing voice. Notice I said a few. [Laughter]

But above everything else, Joe Moakley
has brought honor to his profession. Some
people run for office by trying to tear down
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the institutions of Government; not this man
from South Boston. Joe loves the United
States Congress, and he loves public service.

Like Robert Kennedy, another son of Mas-
sachusetts, Joe Moakley considers politics to
be an honorable profession, an opportunity
for achievement, and a truly exciting adven-
ture. If Speaker McCormack and Speaker
O’Neill were here today, they would have a
simple tribute to this good man: Well done,
John Joseph Moakley. You served your con-
stituents and your Congress and your country
with honor and distinction.

Congressman Moakley.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 559, ap-
proved March 13, was assigned Public Law No.
107–2. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Representative Moakley.

Notice—Continuation of Iran
Emergency
March 13, 2001

On March 15, 1995, by Executive Order
12957, the President declared a national
emergency with respect to Iran pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal
with the threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United
States constituted by the actions and policies
of the Government of Iran, including its sup-
port for international terrorism, efforts to un-
dermine the Middle East peace process, and
acquisition of weapons of mass destruction
and the means to deliver them. On May 6,
1995, the President issued Executive Order
12959 imposing more comprehensive sanc-
tions to further respond to this threat, and
on August 19, 1997, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13059 consolidating and clari-
fying the previous orders. The last notice of
continuation was published in the Federal
Register on March 14, 2000.

Because the actions and policies of the
Government of Iran continue to threaten the
national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States, the national emer-
gency declared on March 15, 1995, must con-
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 2001.

Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d)
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran. Because the
emergency declared by Executive Order
12957 constitutes an emergency separate
from that declared on November 14, 1979,
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal is
distinct from the emergency renewal of No-
vember 2000. This notice shall be published
in the Federal Register and transmitted to
the Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 13, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:57 a.m., March 13, 2001]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on March 14.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
March 13, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to Iran
is to continue in effect beyond March 15,
2001, to the Federal Register for publication.
The most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register
on March 14, 2000.

The crisis constituted by the actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, including
its support for international terrorism, efforts
to undermine Middle East peace, and acqui-
sition of weapons of mass destruction and the
means to deliver them, that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency on March
15, 1995, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies are contrary to the interests
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